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IO1 – State of the art 
 

Educate and raise awareness about cultural heritage: challenges and 
opportunities  

 

 What do we mean by "heritage"? 
 
Heritage takes very diverse forms. We could define it as all the goods, material or 
immaterial, having an artistic, technical and / or historical importance that we want to 
transmit. Civil, religious, hospital, school, military, urban, rural, industrial, natural, etc., 
heritage is preserved, restored and shown to the public, sometimes in an exceptional way, as 
during the European Heritage Days in September. 
 

 Educational actions about local and cultural heritage  
 

Educate children about their local and cultural heritage has various objectives:  
- Discover and study a heritage site, building or object 
- Understand a heritage to structure the cultural identity of students 
- Develop a sense of observation 
- Awaken to artistic and cultural forms from the daily environment 

 
Heritage appears as a subject of study and a field in which to experience the world, outside 
the school grounds. It allows students to be reintroduced into collective memory, and to 
lead to an interpretation of their familiar daily life. Heritage is thus an interesting gateway, 
since it can intersect with the students' family history and help them to discover their 
territory more fully. Heritage appears as a field of experience that stretches over time, 
rather than something static. 
 
Heritage is also the place to educate about diversity and confrontation with others. This is 
the way to talk about living together, to build a common project and a common historical 
line. Heritage is therefore a place of memory and sharing, of reconciliation and action. 
 
The interest of the study of heritage for young people is also that it focuses on reality and 
therefore engenders experimentation, even practice, making the child an active and 
creative partner. Heritage workshops, as set up by a number of European countries, offer a 
sensory, lively, global approach. The essential component of this type of experimentation is 
therefore the act which accompanies reflection and enables young people to be involved in 
a project. 
 
Discovering heritage at school, college or high school allows students to acquire common 
cultural references, develop a critical eye and a taste for art. The work carried out by 
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teachers in the heritage class project allows students to deepen their knowledge in the 
fields of languages, history, geography, art and science. 
 
The Council of Europe noted that heritage education goes beyond reflection on heritage 
(definition, conservation) and is based on transversal approaches: education in tolerance, 
conflict prevention, social cohesion. He notices that the heritage explored is most often 
very close to the students. The street is a medium very often chosen: particularly 
"democratic", it does not create "heritage" divisions and is easy to access, for example. All 
the texts related to this question can be find here: https://edoc.coe.int/en/397-cultural-
heritage  
 
• Heritage education framework in France 

 
In France, this type of practice involves: 
 
- The artistic and cultural education course: The artistic and cultural education course is all 
the knowledge acquired by the student, the practices experienced and the encounters made 
in the fields of the arts and heritage, whether in within the framework of teaching, specific 
projects, educational actions, in complementarity between school, extracurricular and 
extracurricular time. It takes place in the framework of the French National Education 
system and is an optional class in student’s curriculum.  
 
- The educational services of the Towns of Art and History (the “towns of Art and History” is 
a French label for cities with specific art and historical features): educational service for 
initiation and knowledge of architectural and urban heritage. The space of cities allows one 
to confront archaeological remains, monuments, urban and industrial extensions, 
reconstructions, architectures of today ...  
 

The example of the "cultural satchel" in Norway 
 
The Cultural Schoolbag (TCS) aims to familiarize children and young people with art and 
culture on a professional level. It also seeks to stimulate their creativity. The “cultural 
satchel” includes 6 thematic areas (cinema, music, literature, visual arts, performing arts and 
cultural heritage). Two productions are offered annually to each class and student during the 
thirteen years of primary and secondary education. It is a program and space for students to 
study (local) heritage. These productions, which fall within the 6 aforementioned fields, can 
be produced by professional artists, local associations, etc. They are generally offered by the 
regional or local management of the “cultural schoolbag” in a catalog at the start of each 
school year. The productions were the result of collaboration between museums and local 
historical associations or were produced by the historical associations themselves 
(volunteers). The designers of this project started from the premise that there are heritage 
monuments that are located near each school, and that these monuments can be used in an 
educational setting and give students a historical and cultural vision and grounding. 

https://edoc.coe.int/en/397-cultural-heritage
https://edoc.coe.int/en/397-cultural-heritage
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More information on: https://www.coe.int/fr/web/culture-and-heritage/-/local-heritage-in-
education 

 
At the European level:  

- Europa Nostra Prize :  
https://ec.europa.eu/france/news/20210525/prix_europa_nostra_patrimoine_cultur
el_fr  

- Website Europeana to know more about cultural heritage in Europe:  
https://www.europeana.eu/fr/stories  

- Tools to discover European heritage in a pedagogical way: 
https://europa.eu/learning-corner/learning-materials_en?topic=86  

 
Sources : 
 
https://eduscol.education.fr/2208/arts-et-patrimoine  
https://mufa.be/UserFiles/File/cahier2.pdf  
https://www.coe.int/fr/web/culture-and-heritage/strategy-21-k1  
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https://mufa.be/UserFiles/File/cahier2.pdf
https://www.coe.int/fr/web/culture-and-heritage/strategy-21-k1

